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Arguments 

In the final rejection, the Examiner rejected Claims 9-11, and 13-14 under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Degen 756. The Examiner declared that the 
patent to Degen showed a fish clamping system having an elongate lever having 
a handle end 1 1, a jaw end and a grip wheel 10 rotationally secured upon an axle 
of rotation disposed at a distal part of the jaw end. 

However, the Degen patent includes no disclosures whatsoever of a grip 
wheel of any kind. The Detailed Description of the Invention in Degen, Col. 2, 
Lines 64-65, clearly reference numeral 10 as identifying clamping jaws located at 
one end of each arm 9. (See Exh. A herewith). Figs. 1,2,4, 5, 6, 8, and 9 of the 
Degen patent support that description. The clamping jaws 10 referenced in 
Degen are clamping jaws known in the art and nothing more. The Degen patent 
does not disclose a grip wheel. There is no reference made in its specification, 
claims or figures to a grip wheel. 

Conversely, the Applicant's specification and drawings disclose and claim 
a grip plate wheel. (See Armenti Publication 2004/0064996, fflj 5, 20, 21, 26 and 
Claim 4, Exh. B herewith). The grip plate wheel of Applicant's fish clamping 
system is not disclosed in any art of record or otherwise. The grip plate wheel of 
Applicant's invention is novel and non-obvious. It is a main feature of the present 
invention. The grip plate wheel 34 is inserted into the mouth of a caught fish, 
such that the jaw of the fish is held between said wheel and a gripping plate 38. 
There is nothing in Degen to suggest or anticipate the notion of a grip plate 
wheel. 
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The Examiner further stated that Degen can be considered for integration 
into the handle of a hand held fish landing net for securement of a caught fish 
during the period before a hook or lure lodged within the mouth of the fish is 
removed. The Examiner continues to assert that Degen shows that structure to 
perform that special purpose use. 

Those statements reflect errors of fact. The inventive aspect in Degen 
relates to a suction cup device. That is, Degen discloses a clamp, as is known in 
the art, positioned on top of a suction cup device. A clamping member 
operatively contacts the suction cup device and moves the rod (which extends 
through the hole of the suction cup) and actuates a suction diaphragm when the 
clamping member is pivoted to a suction position. 

The Degen Suction Cup Device With Spring Action Clamp Clip is not 
designed to operate with a hand held net. The actuating sections 1 1 in the 
Degen patent are biased toward each other. If such a suction cup device were to 
be integrated into the handle of a hand held fish landing net as the Examiner 
suggests, then one would need to grip the handle of the net with one hand and 
maneuver both actuating devices with the other hand. This would be very 
awkward indeed. 

In contrast, the present invention discloses a single clamping member 24 
at an angle to a horizontal elongate base member 18. The elongate base 
member 18 is integrated with the handle of a hand held fishing net 12. Thus, it is 
possible to maneuver the clamping member of the instant invention and hold the 
hand held fishing net with one hand. 
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Degen lacks several significant features of Applicant's invention including 
a grip plate wheel, that wheel rotationally secured at a distal end of a single jaw 
member, an elongate base member integrated with the handle of a hand held 
fishing net, and a single elongate lever having a handle end and a jaw end. 

In contrast, Degen discloses two clamping jaws 10 which are controlled 
and maneuvered by pressing two actuating sections 11 toward one another. 
Thus, the reference does not teach or suggest either the structure or the function 
of the claimed invention. 

The Examiner further states that Claim 12 of the Applicant's invention is 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Degen 756 in view 
of Dillhoff '588. It is the Examiner's contention that the patent to Dilhoff shows a 
clamping system having a plurality of positioning means 32 and the 
corresponding threads not shown in handle 25 for controlling the extent of 
closure of the clamp. The Examiner further states that In reference to claim 12, it 
would have been obvious to provide Degen with a plurality of positioning means 
as shown by Dillhoff to adjust the extent of the closure. 

In Dilhoff, a screw 32 controls the position of a bar 30 which acts on a 
lever 28 and pivoting arm 23 (See Exh. C herewith). Thus, adjusting a screw 32 
regulates the latching position in the Dilhoff patent. The arms 22 and 23 may be 
moved toward each other so as to provide, between the opposing ends 45 of the 
arms, a pre-selected spacing and the arms may be latched in such position, and 
further the latching position may be regulated. 
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This mechanism is completely different than that disclosed in the present 
invention. The Applicant discloses a lock element 40, designed to lock into 
position with one of notches 42 of handle 26 to control the extent of rotation of 
lever 24 (See Exh. B herewith). This mechanism is designed to control the 
extent of the closure of the grip wheel. 

The issue, based here upon a misapprehension of facts, is whether the 
teachings of the prior art would, in and of themselves and without the benefits of 
appellants disclosures, render the invention as a whole, obvious. In re Lenor, 55 
C.C.P.A. 1198, 395 F.2d 801, 158 U.S.P.Q. 20. If the factual content of the art is 
appreciated, the answer is clearly, no. There is absolutely no comparison 
between these two mechanisms. Their modes of operation have nothing in 
common, either in purpose or function. 

In view of the above, Applicant urges that the Examiner's final rejection 
was predicated upon errors of apprehension of the factual content of the 
references, the specification of Applicant, and those claims now extant. In the 
absence of those errors, amended Claims 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 would be 
allowable over the art of record, however combined, and the Pre-Appeal Brief 
conference panel is asked to confirm the same. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Nicholas P. Armenti 


Date of Signature 



Registration No. 26,234 


Exhibits 

A. Degen Patent U.S. 6,799,756 

B. Armenti Publication 2004/0064996 

C. Dilhoff Patent U.S. 4,747,588 
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United States Patent Application 
Kind Code 
Armenti, Nicholas P. 


20040064996 
Al 

April 8, 2004 


Fish holder spring clamp system 


Abstract 


A fish holder clamp system includes an elongate lever having a handle end and a jaw end. Disposed 
intermediately between a proximal part of the handle end and a distal part of the jaw end is a pivot pin 
that defines an obtuse angle between virtual lines connecting the proximal part of the lever to the pivot 
pin and the distal part of the jaw end to the pivot pin. A lever effect about the pivot pin to causes an 
elevation of the jaw end responsive to a depression of the handle end. 


Inventors: Armenti, Nicholas P.; (East Orlean, MA) 
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I claim: 

1. A fish holder clamp system comprising: (a) an elongate lever having a handle end and a jaw end; and 
(b) disposed intermediately between a proximal part of said handle end and a distal part of said jaw end, 
a pivot pin defining an obtuse angle between virtual lines connecting (i) said proximal part of said lever 
to said pivot pin and (iii) said distal part of said jaw end to said pivot pin, whereby a lever effect about 
said pivot pin causes an elevation of said jaw end responsive to a depression of said handle end. 

2. The system as recited in claim 1, comprising: a longitudinal base member substantially co-linear with 
said lever, upon which said pivot pin and a journal thereof are integrally secured. 

3. The system as recited in claim 2, comprising: an elongate coupling complementally securable about 
said longitudinal base member. 

4. The system as recited in claim 2, in which said distal part of said jaw end comprises: a grip wheel 
rotationally secured upon an axle of rotation disposed at said distal part of said jaw end. 

5. The system as recited in claim 4, comprising: means for spring bias of said lever about said pivot pin 
into a closure position, in which at least one surface of said grip plate wheel, in the absence of an 
opposing force upon said handle end, urges said lever and, thereby, said grip wheel to a closed position 
relative to an opposing surface of said elongate base member to which said journal of said pivot pin is 
searched. 

6. The system as recited in claim 5, in which said handle end of said lever, further comprises: a plurality 
of positioning means for controlling an extent of closure of said grip wheel relative to a mouth of a fish 
therein. 

7. The system as recited in claim 2, further comprising: means for securement of said longitudinal base 
member to a handle of a hand-held landing net. 

8. The system as recited in claim 7, comprising: means for selectable attachment of said securement 
means. 


Description 


BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to a fish holder spring clamp system and, more particularly, to a 
system that may be incorporated into the handle of a fish landing net. 

[0002] It is commonplace for fishermen to keep a fish, which they have caught, for a given period of 
time before deciding whether or not to return the fish to the river or lake from which it has been 
obtained. It is, however, difficult to find a convenient manner in which to hold, store, or otherwise keep 
the fish during this "holding period." Typically, fish such as trout or other fresh water fish, are caught 
with hand-held landing net after it has been hooked. Further, a similar need exists for purposes of 
removal of a hook, fly or lure from the mouth of the fish after it has been caught by hook and then 
landed with the landing net. In addition to the need for such improved means of fish holding after the 
landing process, a related need exists for the protection of the fish from injury during the hook removal 
process since, as is well known, a fish which is caught will not readily stay still, thereby increasing the 
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difficulty of the hook removal process, and making it more difficult to hold the fish for later return to the 
water if that is the intent of the fisherman. 


[0003] The present invention also addresses a need for an assembly that can be used to retrofit the 
handle of a landing net on an "as needed" basis. 

[0004] Components in the nature of a spring clamp may be found in the prior art as, for example, is 
reflected in U.S. Pat. No. 4,813,107 (1989) to Cetrone, entitled Spring Clamp. However, the application 
thereof in the area of fishing has not been suggested in the prior art. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] A fish holder spring clamp system, adapted for integration into the handle of a hand-held fish 
landing net, includes an assembly for selectable connection thereto. The inventive fish holder spring 
clamp includes an elongate lever member having a handle end and a jaw end and, disposed 
intermediately between a proximal end of said handle end and a distal end of said jaw end, a pivot pin 
such that an obtuse angle is formed between virtual lines connecting said proximal end of said lever to 
said pivot pin and said distal end of said jaw end to said pivot pin. A lever effect is defined by the pivot 
pin thereby causing an elevation of said jaw end responsive to a depression of said handle end. Said 
pivot pin and its journal are formed integrally upon a longitudinal base member which is substantially 
co-linear with said lever. In a preferred embodiment, said longitudinal base member may be 
complementally secured within an elongate coupling of substantially like dimension. Therein, through 
the use of securement means, said base member and its complemental coupling may be secured to a 
handle of the landing net. Said distal end of said jaw end of said lever is provided with a grip plate 
wheel which is rotationally secured upon an axle of rotation which is formed at said distal end of the jaw 
end. Said lever is spring biased about said pivot pin into a closure position such that at least one surface 
of said grip plate wheel will, in the absence of an opposing force upon said handle end, urge the lever 
and, thereby, said grip plate wheel to a closed position relative to an opposing surface of said elongate 
base member to ^yhich said journal of said pivot pin is attached. Said handle end of the lever may be 
provided with a plurality of positioning means to control the extent of closure of the grip plate wheel 
relative to the mouth of a fish caught into which the wheel is inserted. Therefore, if said pivot pin is not 
sufficiently biased in the direction of the landing net, said positioning means are used to define the 
extent of rotation of the handle and jaw of the lever relative to the pivot pin. 

[0006] It is accordingly an object of the present invention to provide a fish holder spring clamp system 
particularly for integration into the handle of a hand held-held fish landing net to provide for the 
securement of a caught fish at least during a period when a hook or lure lodged within the mouth of the 
fish is removed. 

[0007] It is another object to provide a system of the above type to effect the protection of a fish from 
injury during the hook removal process. 

[0008] It is a yet further object of the invention to provide a system of the above type which may be 
selectively secured to, or removed from, the handle of a fish landing net. 

[00.09] The above and yet other objects and advantages of the present invention will become apparent 
from the hereinafter set forth Brief Description of the Drawings and Detailed Description of the 
Invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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*[0010] FIG. 1 is a side perspective view of the inventive fish holder spring clamp system. 

[001 1] FIG. 2 is an operational view thereof showing the insertion of the grip plate wheel thereof into 
the mouth of a fish. 

[0012] FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the base and coupling elements that are attached to the handle of 
the landing net. 

[0013] FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the coupling member. 

[0014] FIG. 5 is an end plan view thereof. 

[00 1 5] FIG. 6 is an end plan view of the elongate base member. 

[0016] FIG. 7 is an assembly view showing the base member secured within the coupling member. 

[0017] FIG. 8 is a schematic view of the distal end of the jaw of the lever member showing the 
securement of the grip plate wheel thereupon. 

[0018] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the surface of said jaw end which opposes the grip plate wheel 
including means for selectable rotational positioning of the grip wheel relative to said jaw end. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0019] With reference to the perspective view of FIG. 1, there is shown a fish landing net 10, its handle 
12, and net mouth defining means 14. Positioned above handle 12 is an elongate coupling member 16 
and, complemental thereto, an elongate base member 18. Positioned transversely upon said base member 
18 is a lever pin 20 within a lever pin journal 22 which is formed integrally with said base member 18. 

[0020] Lever pin 20 serves as a pivot point for a lever 24 which includes a handle 26 and a jaw end 28. 
As may be noted, virtual lines connecting a proximal end 30 to pivot pin 20, on the one hand, and an 
axle 32 located at a distal end of said jaw end 28 to said pivot pin 20, creates an obtuse angle, that is, an 
angle of greater than 90 degrees but lesser than 180 degrees. Rotationally secured about said axle 32 at 
said distal end of jaw end 28 is a so-called grip plate wheel 34 having roughened or irregular surfaces 
36, one of which normally rests against a gripping plate 38 which is secured to a distal area of elongate 
base member 18. At a proximal area of said base is a lever lock element 40 (more fully described below) 
which may be opened to lock with one of notches 42 provided on said handle 26 of lever member 24. 
Shown in phantom in FIG. 1 are bolts 44 and nuts 46 which are positioned within lower surface 48 of 
handle 12. 

[0021] In FIG. 2 is shown an operational view of the structure of FIG. 1. More particularly, there is 
shown a fish 50, the mouth 52 of which has been placed upon said grip plate wheel 34, such that the jaw 
of the fish is held between said wheel and said surface 38 of base element 18. It should be appreciated 
that lever pin journal 22 includes a spring (not shown) having a normally clockwise bias such that the 
position of the lever 24 is normally that shown in FIG. 1 . 

[0022] However, it may be desirable to control the extent of rotation of the lever relative to pivot pin 20. 
In such instances, use is made of lock element 40 to position the same within one of notches 42 of 
handle 26 to thereby control the extent of rotation of the lever 24 relative to pin 20. Such adjustment is 
necessary to accommodate fish of different sizes or having mouths of different sizes. 
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♦ 

[0023] As may be appreciated with reference to FIG. 3, a preferred embodiment of base member 18 and 
coupling 16 is that of longitudinally complemental elements in which a track 54 having, for example, a 
cross-sectional geometry of an inverted T, is provided which is complemental to a longitudinal bottom 
portion 56 of base member 18. Also shown in FIG. 3 are counter-sunk bolts 44A 44B and one of 
counter-sunk nuts 46 employed to secure the base member 18, coupling 16, and net handle 12 to each 
other. 

[0024] In the view of FIG. 4 is shown coupling 16, said inverted T geometry 54 and holes 58 which pass 
therethrough to accommodate said bolts 44. The same is shown in longitudinal end plan view in FIG. 5. 

[0025] In FIG. 5, there is shown the distal end 28 of handle member 24 inclusive of axle 32 upon which 
is rotationally mounted grip plate wheel 34. As may be noted therein, there are provided a plurality of 
linear ridges 60 upon transverse surfaces of grip plate wheel which complementally engage linear 
channels 62 (see FIG. 9) located upon inner surface 64 of an end 29 of jaw 28 of the lever 24 (see FIGS. 
1,2 8 and 9). 

[0026] Accordingly, in a preferred embodiment, distal end 29 of jaw 28 engages grip plate wheel 34 
about both sides thereof, and rotation thereof into selectably different positions relative to jaw 28 is 
facilitated by rotation of grip wheel 34 relative thereto. This feature facilitates a positioning of the grip 
wheel into the fish mouth 52 and into a position that optimizes the securement therein. 

[0027] FIG. 6 is a longitudinal end plan view of said base member 18 and its said bottom portion 56. 

[0028] FIG. 7 is an end plan view of the assembly shown in FIG. 1 in which lever lock 40 is shown in its 
downward position. 

[0029] While there has been shown and described the preferred embodiment of the instant invention it is 
to be appreciated that the invention may be embodied otherwise than is herein specifically shown and 
described and that, within said embodiment, certain changes may be made in the form and arrangement 
of the parts without departing from the underlying ideas or principles of this invention 
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